A-45% water) and IV lenses (42% etafilcon
A
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Test Organisms
Two Acanthamoeba strains (PHL/530 and PHL/978), iso lated from keratitis cases in the United Kingdom, were used in this study. 
Adherence to Lenses
Immediately prior to testing, trophozoites or cysts were The results of the trophozoite and cyst adherence stud ies were compared using a one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). Then a two-tailed t-test was used in analysis and the level of significance taken as 5% (p<0.05).
Efficacy of Cleaning
Acanthamoeba were allowed to adhere to the four lens types and rinsed gently in normal saline as described In the bacterial corneal pathogen Pseudomonas aerugi nosa it has been shown that proteinaceous material increases the degree of adherence to unworn contact lenses.22 Acanthamoeba cysts have also been observed adhering to a hard gas-permeable contact lens from a patient with keratitis,S but in studies with unworn lenses of this type no cyst attachment was found to occur. 15 As worn lenses contain proteinaceous deposits, this may increase the affinity of Acanthamoeba adherence.
RESULTS
Adherence to Lenses
Whilst the activity of contact lens disinfecting methods against pathogenic Acanthamoeba has been extensively investigated,8-13 only limited studies have determined the efficacy of cleaning agents in removing the organism 
